Sunday 9 August 2020
First reading
1 Kings 19:9,11-13
The Lord was not in the wind, or the earthquake, or the fire
When Elijah reached Horeb, the mountain of God, he went into the cave and spent the
night in it. Then he was told, ‘Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord.’ Then
the Lord himself went by. There came a mighty wind, so strong it tore the mountains
and shattered the rocks before the Lord. But the Lord was not in the wind. After the
wind came an earthquake. But the Lord was not in the earthquake. After the earthquake
came a fire. But the Lord was not in the fire. And after the fire there came the sound of
a gentle breeze. And when Elijah heard this, he covered his face with his cloak and went
out and stood at the entrance of the cave.
____________________
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 84(85):9-14
Let us see, O Lord, your mercy, and give us your saving help.
I will hear what the Lord God has to say,
a voice that speaks of peace.
His help is near for those who fear him
and his glory will dwell in our land.
Let us see, O Lord, your mercy, and give us your saving help.
Mercy and faithfulness have met;
justice and peace have embraced.
Faithfulness shall spring from the earth
and justice look down from heaven.
Let us see, O Lord, your mercy, and give us your saving help.
The Lord will make us prosper
and our earth shall yield its fruit.
Justice shall march before him
and peace shall follow his steps.
Let us see, O Lord, your mercy, and give us your saving help.
____________________

Second reading
Romans 9:1-5
I would willingly be condemned if it could help my brothers
What I want to say now is no pretence; I say it in union with Christ – it is the truth – my
conscience in union with the Holy Spirit assures me of it too. What I want to say is this:
my sorrow is so great, my mental anguish so endless, I would willingly be condemned
and be cut off from Christ if it could help my brothers of Israel, my own flesh and blood.
They were adopted as sons, they were given the glory and the covenants; the Law and
the ritual were drawn up for them, and the promises were made to them. They are
descended from the patriarchs and from their flesh and blood came Christ who is above
all, God for ever blessed! Amen.
____________________
Gospel Acclamation
cf.Lk19:38,2:14
Alleluia, alleluia! Blessings on the King who comes, in the name of the Lord!
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest heavens! Alleluia!

Gospel
Matthew 14:22-33
Jesus walks on the water
Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side while he
would send the crowds away. After sending the crowds away he went up into the hills
by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, while the boat, by now far
out on the lake, was battling with a heavy sea, for there was a head-wind. In the fourth
watch of the night he went towards them, walking on the lake, and when the disciples
saw him walking on the lake they were terrified. ‘It is a ghost’ they said, and cried out in
fear. But at once Jesus called out to them, saying, ‘Courage! It is I! Do not be afraid.’ It
was Peter who answered. ‘Lord,’ he said ‘if it is you, tell me to come to you across the
water.’ ‘Come’ said Jesus. Then Peter got out of the boat and started walking towards
Jesus across the water, but as soon as he felt the force of the wind, he took fright and
began to sink. ‘Lord! Save me!’ he cried. Jesus put out his hand at once and held him.
‘Man of little faith,’ he said ‘why did you doubt?’ And as they got into the boat the wind
dropped. The men in the boat bowed down before him and said, ‘Truly, you are the Son
of God.’

Monday 10th
A reading from the 2nd letter of St Paul to the Corinthians
Do not forget: thin sowing means thin reaping; the more you sow, the more you reap.
Each one should give what he has decided in his own mind, not grudgingly or because he
is made to, for God loves a cheerful giver. And there is no limit to the blessings which God
can send you – he will make sure that you will always have all you need for yourselves in
every possible circumstance, and still have something to spare for all sorts of good works.
As scripture says: He was free in almsgiving, and gave to the poor: his good deeds will
never be forgotten.
The one who provides seed for the sower and bread for food will provide you with all
the seed you want and make the harvest of your good deeds a larger one.
The Word of the Lord
____________________
Responsorial Psalm
Happy the man who takes pity and lends.

Psalm 111(112):1-2,5-9

Happy the man who fears the Lord,
who takes delight in all his commands.
His sons will be powerful on earth;
the children of the upright are blessed.
Happy the man who takes pity and lends.
The good man takes pity and lends,
he conducts his affairs with honour.
The just man will never waver:
he will be remembered for ever.
Happy the man who takes pity and lends.
He has no fear of evil news;
with a firm heart he trusts in the Lord.
With a steadfast heart he will not fear;
he will see the downfall of his foes.
Happy the man who takes pity and lends.
Open-handed, he gives to the poor;
his justice stands firm for ever.
His head will be raised in glory. Happy the man who takes pity and lends.

____________________
Gospel Acclamation
Jn8:12bc
Alleluia, alleluia!
I am the light of the world, says the Lord;
anyone who follows me will have the light of life.
Alleluia!
____________________
Gospel
John 12:24-26
If a grain of wheat falls on the ground and dies, it yields a rich harvest
Jesus said to his disciples:
‘I tell you, most solemnly,
unless a wheat grain falls on the ground and dies,
it remains only a single grain;
but if it dies,
it yields a rich harvest.
Anyone who loves his life loses it;
anyone who hates his life in this world
will keep it for the eternal life.
If a man serves me, he must follow me,
wherever I am, my servant will be there too.
If anyone serves me, my Father will honour him.’
____________________

TUESDAY 11th
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians
I believe nothing can happen that will outweigh the supreme advantage of knowing Christ
Jesus my Lord. For him I have accepted the loss of everything, and I look on everything as
so much rubbish if only I can have Christ and be given a place in him. I am no longer trying
for perfection by my own efforts, the perfection that comes from the Law, but I want only
the perfection that comes through faith in Christ, and is from God and based on faith. All
I want is to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and to share his sufferings by
reproducing the pattern of his death. That is the way I can hope to take my place in the
resurrection of the dead. Not that I have become perfect yet: I have not yet won, but I am
still running, trying to capture the prize for which Christ Jesus captured me. I can assure
you my brothers, I am far from thinking that I have already won. All I can say is that I
forget the past and I strain ahead for what is still to come; I am racing for the finish, for
the prize to which God calls us upwards to receive in Christ Jesus.
The Word of the Lord
____________________
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 15(16):1-2,5,7-8,11
You are my inheritance, O Lord.
Preserve me, God, I take refuge in you.
I say to the Lord: ‘You are my God.’
O Lord, it is you who are my portion and cup;
it is you yourself who are my prize.
You are my inheritance, O Lord.
I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel,
who even at night directs my heart.
I keep the Lord ever in my sight:
since he is at my right hand, I shall stand firm.
You are my inheritance, O Lord.
You will show me the path of life,
the fullness of joy in your presence,
at your right hand happiness for ever.
You are my inheritance, O Lord.

____________________
Gospel Acclamation
Mt5:3
Alleluia, alleluia!
How happy are the poor in spirit:
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Alleluia!
____________________
Gospel
Matthew 19:27-29
They will be repaid a hundred times over and inherit eternal life
Peter spoke to Jesus. ‘What about us?’ he said. ‘We have left everything and followed
you. What are we to have, then?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I tell you solemnly, when all is made
new and the Son of Man sits on his throne of glory, you will yourselves sit on twelve
thrones to judge the twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone who has left houses, brothers,
sisters, father, mother, children or land for the sake of my name will be repaid a hundred
times over, and also inherit eternal life.’

WEDNESDAY 12th
A reading from the Prophet Ezekiel
As I, Ezekiel, listened, God shouted, ‘Come here, you scourges of the city, and bring your
weapons of destruction.’ Immediately six men advanced from the upper north gate, each
holding a deadly weapon. In the middle of them was a man in white, with a scribe’s ink
horn in his belt. They came in and halted in front of the bronze altar. The glory of the God
of Israel rose off the cherubs where it had been and went up to the threshold of the
Temple. He called the man in white with a scribe’s ink horn in his belt and said, ‘Go all
through the city, all through Jerusalem, and mark a cross on the foreheads of all who
deplore and disapprove of all the filth practised in it.’ I heard him say to the others, ‘Follow
him through the city, and strike. Show neither pity nor mercy; old men, young men,
virgins, children, women, kill and exterminate them all. But do not touch anyone with a
cross on his forehead. Begin at my sanctuary.’ So they began with the old men in front of
the Temple. He said to them, ‘Defile the Temple; fill the courts with corpses, and go.’ They
went out and hacked their way through the city.
The glory of the Lord came out from the Temple threshold and paused over the cherubs.
The cherubs spread their wings and rose from the ground to leave, and as I watched the
wheels rose with them. They paused at the entrance to the east gate of the Temple of the
Lord, and the glory of the God of Israel hovered over them. This was the creature that I
had seen supporting the God of Israel beside the river Chebar, and I was now certain that
these were cherubs. Each had four faces and four wings and what seemed to be human
hands under their wings. Their faces were just as I had seen them beside the river Chebar.
Each moved straight forward.
The Word of the Lord
____________________
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 112(113):1-6
Above the heavens is the glory of the Lord.
Praise, O servants of the Lord,
praise the name of the Lord!
May the name of the Lord be blessed
both now and for evermore!
Above the heavens is the glory of the Lord.

From the rising of the sun to its setting
praised be the name of the Lord!
High above all nations is the Lord,
above the heavens his glory.
Above the heavens is the glory of the Lord.
Who is like the Lord, our God,
who has risen on high to his throne
yet stoops from the heights to look down,
to look down upon heaven and earth?
Above the heavens is the glory of the Lord.
____________________
Gospel Acclamation
Ps110:7,8
Alleluia, alleluia!
Your precepts, O Lord, are all of them sure;
they stand firm for ever and ever.
Alleluia!

Gospel
Matthew 18:15-20
If your brother listens to you, you have won back your brother
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘If your brother does something wrong, go and have it out with
him alone, between your two selves. If he listens to you, you have won back your brother.
If he does not listen, take one or two others along with you: the evidence of two or three
witnesses is required to sustain any charge. But if he refuses to listen to these, report it
to the community; and if he refuses to listen to the community, treat him like a pagan or
a tax collector.
‘I tell you solemnly, whatever you bind on earth shall be considered bound in heaven;
whatever you loose on earth shall be considered loosed in heaven.
‘I tell you solemnly once again, if two of you on earth agree to ask anything at all, it will
be granted to you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three meet in my name, I
shall be there with them.’

Thursday 13th
A reading from the Prophet Ezekiel
The word of the Lord was addressed to me as follows, ‘Son of man, you are living with
that set of rebels who have eyes and never see, ears and never hear, for they are a set of
rebels. You, son of man, pack an exile’s bundle and emigrate by daylight when they can
see you, emigrate from where you are to somewhere else while they watch. Perhaps they
will admit then that they are a set of rebels. You will pack your baggage like an exile’s
bundle, by daylight, for them to see, and leave like an exile in the evening, making sure
that they are looking. As they watch, make a hole in the wall, and go out through it. As
they watch, you will shoulder your pack and go out into the dark; you will cover your face
so that you cannot see the country, since I have made you a symbol for the House of
Israel.’
I did as I had been told. I packed my baggage like an exile’s bundle, by daylight; and in
the evening I made a hole through the wall with my hand. I went out into the dark and
shouldered my pack as they watched.
The next morning the word of the Lord was addressed to me as follows, ‘Son of man,
did not the House of Israel, did not that set of rebels, ask you what you were doing? Say,
“The Lord says this: This oracle is directed against Jerusalem and the whole House of Israel
wherever they are living.” Say, “I am a symbol for you; the thing I have done will be done
to them; they will go into exile, into banishment.” Their ruler will shoulder his pack in the
dark and go out through the wall; a hole will be made to let him out; he will cover his face
rather than see the country.’
The Word of the Lord ____________________
Responsorial Psalm
Never forget the deeds of the Lord.

Psalm 77(78):56-59,61-62

They put God to the proof and defied him;
they refused to obey the Most High.
They strayed, as faithless as their fathers,
like a bow on which the archer cannot count.
Never forget the deeds of the Lord.
With their mountain shrines they angered him;
made him jealous with the idols they served.
God saw this and was filled with fury:
he utterly rejected Israel.

Never forget the deeds of the Lord.
He gave his ark into captivity,
his glorious ark into the hands of the foe.
He gave up his people to the sword,
in his anger against his chosen ones.
Never forget the deeds of the Lord.
____________________
Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
Because of your love give me life,
and I will do your will.
Alleluia!

Gospel

Ps118:88

Matthew 18:21-19:1

Peter went up to Jesus and said, ‘Lord, how often must I forgive my brother if he wrongs
me? As often as seven times?’ Jesus answered, ‘Not seven, I tell you, but seventy-seven
times. ‘And so the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who decided to settle
his accounts with his servants. When the reckoning began, they brought him a man who
owed ten thousand talents; but he had no means of paying, so his master gave orders
that he should be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, to meet
the debt. At this, the servant threw himself down at his master’s feet. “Give me time” he
said “and I will pay the whole sum.” And the servant’s master felt so sorry for him that he
let him go and cancelled the debt. Now as this servant went out, he happened to meet a
fellow servant who owed him one hundred denarii; and he seized him by the throat and
began to throttle him. “Pay what you owe me” he said. His fellow servant fell at his feet
and implored him, saying, “Give me time and I will pay you.” But the other would not
agree; on the contrary, he had him thrown into prison till he should pay the debt. His
fellow servants were deeply distressed when they saw what had happened, and they
went to their master and reported the whole affair to him. Then the master sent for him.
“You wicked servant,” he said “I cancelled all that debt of yours when you appealed to
me. Were you not bound, then, to have pity on your fellow servant just as I had pity on
you?” And in his anger the master handed him over to the torturers till he should pay all
his debt. And that is how my heavenly Father will deal with you unless you each forgive
your brother from your heart.’
Jesus had now finished what he wanted to say, and he left Galilee and came into the
part of Judaea which is on the far side of the Jordan.

Friday 14th
A reading from the Book of Wisdom
The souls of the virtuous are in the hands of God,
no torment shall ever touch them.
In the eyes of the unwise, they did appear to die,
their going looked like a disaster,
their leaving us, like annihilation;
but they are in peace.
If they experienced punishment as men see it,
their hope was rich with immortality;
slight was their affliction, great will their blessings be.
God has put them to the test
and proved them worthy to be with him;
he has tested them like gold in a furnace,
and accepted them as a holocaust.
When the time comes for his visitation they will shine out;
as sparks run through the stubble, so will they.
They shall judge nations, rule over peoples,
and the Lord will be their king for ever.
They who trust in him will understand the truth,
those who are faithful will live with him in love;
for grace and mercy await those he has chosen. The Word of the Lord
____________________
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 115(116):10-13,16-17
Precious in the eyes of the Lord is the death of his faithful.
I trusted, even when I said: ‘I am sorely afflicted,’
and when I said in my alarm: ‘No man can be trusted.’
Precious in the eyes of the Lord is the death of his faithful.
How can I repay the Lord for his goodness to me?
The cup of salvation I will raise; I will call on the Lord’s name.
Precious in the eyes of the Lord is the death of his faithful.
Your servant, Lord, your servant am I; you have loosened my bonds.
A thanksgiving sacrifice I make; I will call on the Lord’s name.
Precious in the eyes of the Lord is the death of his faithful.

____________________
Gospel Acclamation
Jn12:25
Alleluia, alleluia! Anyone who hates his life in this world
will keep it for the eternal life.
Alleluia!
____________________
Gospel

John 15:12-16

Jesus said to his disciples:
‘This is my commandment:
love one another, as I have loved you.
A man can have no greater love
than to lay down his life for his friends.
You are my friends, if you do what I command you.
I shall not call you servants any more,
because a servant does not know
his master’s business;
I call you friends,
because I have made known to you
everything I have learnt from my Father.
You did not choose me:
no, I chose you;
and I commissioned you
to go out and to bear fruit,
fruit that will last;
and then the Father will give you
anything you ask him in my name.’

Sunday 16th
A reading from the Book of the Apocalypse
The sanctuary of God in heaven opened and the ark of the covenant could be seen
inside it.
Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman, adorned with the sun, standing on the
moon, and with the twelve stars on her head for a crown. She was pregnant, and in
labour, crying aloud in the pangs of childbirth. Then a second sign appeared in the sky, a
huge red dragon which had seven heads and ten horns, and each of the seven heads
crowned with a coronet. Its tail dragged a third of the stars from the sky and dropped
them to the earth, and the dragon stopped in front of the woman as she was having the
child, so that he could eat it as soon as it was born from its mother. The woman brought
a male child into the world, the son who was to rule all the nations with an iron sceptre,
and the child was taken straight up to God and to his throne, while the woman escaped
into the desert, where God had made a place of safety ready.
Then I heard a voice shout from heaven, ‘Victory and power and empire for ever have
been won by our God, and all authority for his Christ.’
The Word of the Lord ____________________
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 44(45):10-12,16
On your right stands the queen, in garments of gold.
The daughters of kings are among your loved ones.
On your right stands the queen in gold of Ophir.
Listen, O daughter, give ear to my words:
forget your own people and your father’s house.
On your right stands the queen, in garments of gold.
So will the king desire your beauty:
He is your lord, pay homage to him.
They are escorted amid gladness and joy;
they pass within the palace of the king.
On your right stands the queen, in garments of gold.
____________________

A reading from the 1st letter of St Paul to the Corinthians
Christ has been raised from the dead, the first-fruits of all who have fallen asleep. Death
came through one man and in the same way the resurrection of the dead has come
through one man. Just as all men die in Adam, so all men will be brought to life in Christ;
but all of them in their proper order: Christ as the first-fruits and then, after the coming
of Christ, those who belong to him. After that will come the end, when he hands over
the kingdom to God the Father, having done away with every sovereignty, authority and
power. For he must be king until he has put all his enemies under his feet and the last of
the enemies to be destroyed is death, for everything is to be put under his feet.
The Word of the Lord
Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
Mary has been taken up to heaven;
all the choirs of angels are rejoicing. Alleluia!
Gospel
Luke 1:39-56
Mary set out and went as quickly as she could to a town in the hill country of Judah. She
went into Zechariah’s house and greeted Elizabeth. Now as soon as Elizabeth heard
Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy
Spirit. She gave a loud cry and said, ‘Of all women you are the most blessed, and blessed
is the fruit of your womb. Why should I be honoured with a visit from the mother of my
Lord? For the moment your greeting reached my ears, the child in my womb leapt for
joy. Yes, blessed is she who believed that the promise made her by the Lord would be
fulfilled.’
And Mary said:
‘My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord
and my spirit exults in God my saviour;
because he has looked upon his lowly handmaid.
Yes, from this day forward all generations will call me blessed,
for the Almighty has done great things for me. Holy is his name,
and his mercy reaches from age to age for those who fear him.
He has shown the power of his arm, he has routed the proud of heart.
He has pulled down princes from their thrones and exalted the lowly.
The hungry he has filled with good things, the rich sent empty away.
He has come to the help of Israel his servant, mindful of his mercy
– according to the promise he made to our ancestors –
of his mercy to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’
Mary stayed with Elizabeth about three months and then went back home.

Monday 17 August 2020
A reading from the Prophet Ezekiel
The word of the Lord was addressed to me as follows, ‘Son of man, I am about to
deprive you suddenly of the delight of your eyes. But you are not to lament, not to
weep, not to let your tears run down. Groan in silence, do not go into mourning for the
dead, knot your turban round your head, put your sandals on your feet, do not cover
your beard, do not eat common bread.’ I told this to the people in the morning, and my
wife died in the evening, and the next morning I did as I had been ordered.
The people then said to me, ‘Are you not going to explain what meaning these actions
have for us?’
I replied, ‘The word of the Lord has been addressed to me as follows, “Say to the House
of Israel: The Lord says this. I am about to profane my sanctuary, the pride of your
strength, the delight of your eyes, the passion of your souls. Those of your sons and
daughters whom you have left behind will fall by the sword. And you are to do as I have
done; you must not cover your beards or eat common bread; you must keep your
turbans on your heads and your sandals on your feet; you must not lament or weep. You
shall waste away owing to your sins and groan among yourselves. Ezekiel is to be a sign
for you. You are to do just as he has done. And when this happens, you will learn that I
am the Lord.”’
The Word of the Lord
____________________
Responsorial Psalm
Deuteronomy 32:18-21
You forget the God who fathered you.
You forget the Rock who begot you,
unmindful now of the God who fathered you.
The Lord has seen this, and in his anger
cast off his sons and his daughters.
You forget the God who fathered you.
‘I shall hide my face from them,’ he says
‘and see what becomes of them.
For they are a deceitful brood,
children with no loyalty in them.
You forget the God who fathered you.

‘They have roused me to jealousy with what is no god,
they have angered me with their beings of nothing;
I, then, will rouse them to jealousy with what is no people,
I will anger them with an empty-headed nation.’
You forget the God who fathered you.
____________________
Gospel Acclamation
Ps118:24
Alleluia, alleluia!
Train me, Lord, to observe your law,
to keep it with my heart.
Alleluia!
Gospel
Matthew 19:16-22
If you wish to be perfect, go and sell what you own
There was a man who came to Jesus and asked, ‘Master, what good deed must I do to
possess eternal life?’ Jesus said to him, ‘Why do you ask me about what is good? There
is one alone who is good. But if you wish to enter into life, keep the commandments.’
He said, ‘Which?’ ‘These:’ Jesus replied ‘You must not kill. You must not commit
adultery. You must not bring false witness. Honour your father and mother, and: you
must love your neighbour as yourself.’ The young man said to him, ‘I have kept all these.
What more do I need to do?’ Jesus said, ‘If you wish to be perfect, go and sell what you
own and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come,
follow me.’ But when the young man heard these words he went away sad, for he was a
man of great wealth.

Tuesday 18 August 2020
A reading from the Prophet Ezekiel
The word of the Lord was addressed to me as follows, ‘Son of man, tell the ruler of Tyre,
“The Lord says this:
Being swollen with pride, you have said: I am a god;
I am sitting on the throne of God, surrounded by the seas.
Though you are a man and not a god, you consider yourself the equal of God.
You are wiser now than Danel; there is no sage as wise as you.
By your wisdom and your intelligence you have amassed great wealth;
you have piles of gold and silver inside your treasure-houses.
Such is your skill in trading, your wealth has continued to increase,
and with this your heart has grown more arrogant.
And so, the Lord says this:
Since you consider yourself the equal of God,
very well, I am going to bring foreigners against you, the most barbarous of the nations.
They will draw sword against your fine wisdom, they will defile your glory;
they will throw you down into the pit and you will die a violent death
surrounded by the seas.
Are you still going to say: I am a god, when your murderers confront you?
No, you are a man and not a god in the clutches of your murderers!
You will die like the uncircumcised at the hand of foreigners.
For I have spoken – it is the Lord who speaks.”’
The Word of the Lord
Responsorial Psalm
Deuteronomy 32:26-28,30,35-36
It is the Lord who deals death and life.
I should crush them to dust, said the Lord.
I should wipe out their memory among men,
did I not fear the boasting of the enemy.
But let not their foes be mistaken!
It is the Lord who deals death and life.
Let them not say: Our own power wins the victory,
the Lord plays no part in this.
What a nation of short sight it is;
in them there is no understanding.

It is the Lord who deals death and life.
How else could one man rout a thousand,
how could two put ten thousand to flight,
were it not that their Rock has sold them,
that the Lord has delivered them up?
It is the Lord who deals death and life.
For it is close, the day of their ruin;
their doom comes at speed.
For the Lord will see his people righted,
he will take pity on his servants.
It is the Lord who deals death and life.
____________________
Gospel Acclamation
Ps24:4,5
Alleluia, alleluia!
Teach me your paths, my God,
make me walk in your truth.
Alleluia!
Gospel
Matthew 19:23-30
Jesus said to his disciples, ‘I tell you solemnly, it will be hard for a rich man to enter the
kingdom of heaven. Yes, I tell you again, it is easier for a camel to pass through the eye
of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven.’ When the disciples
heard this they were astonished. ‘Who can be saved, then?’ they said. Jesus gazed at
them. ‘For men’ he told them ‘this is impossible; for God everything is possible.’
Then Peter spoke. ‘What about us?’ he said to him ‘We have left everything and
followed you. What are we to have, then?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I tell you solemnly, when
all is made new and the Son of Man sits on his throne of glory, you will yourselves sit on
twelve thrones to judge the twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone who has left houses,
brothers, sisters, father, mother, children or land for the sake of my name will be repaid
a hundred times over, and also inherit eternal life.
‘Many who are first will be last, and the last, first.’

Wednesday 19 August 2020
A reading from the Prophet Ezekiel
The word of the Lord was addressed to me as follows: ‘Son of man, prophesy against the
shepherds of Israel; prophesy and say to them:
‘“Shepherds, the Lord says this: Trouble for the shepherds of Israel who feed
themselves! Shepherds ought to feed their flock, yet you have fed on milk, you have
dressed yourselves in wool, you have sacrificed the fattest sheep, but failed to feed the
flock. You have failed to make weak sheep strong, or to care for the sick ones, or
bandage the wounded ones. You have failed to bring back strays or look for the lost. On
the contrary, you have ruled them cruelly and violently. For lack of a shepherd they have
scattered, to become the prey of any wild animal; they have scattered far. My flock is
straying this way and that, on mountains and on high hills; my flock has been scattered
all over the country; no one bothers about them and no one looks for them.
‘“Well then, shepherds, hear the word of the Lord. As I live, I swear it – it is the Lord who
speaks – since my flock has been looted and for lack of a shepherd is now the prey of
any wild animal, since my shepherds have stopped bothering about my flock, since my
shepherds feed themselves rather than my flock, in view of all this, shepherds, hear the
word of the Lord. The Lord says this: I am going to call the shepherds to account. I am
going to take my flock back from them and I shall not allow them to feed my flock. In
this way the shepherds will stop feeding themselves. I shall rescue my sheep from their
mouths; they will not prey on them any more.” ‘For the Lord says this: “I am going to
look after my flock myself and keep all of it in view.”’
The Word of the Lord

Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 22(23)
The Lord is my shepherd: there is nothing I shall want.
The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.
Fresh and green are the pastures where he gives me repose.
Near restful waters he leads me, to revive my drooping spirit.
The Lord is my shepherd: there is nothing I shall want.
He guides me along the right path; he is true to his name.
If I should walk in the valley of darkness no evil would I fear.
You are there with your crook and your staff;
with these you give me comfort.

The Lord is my shepherd: there is nothing I shall want.
You have prepared a banquet for me in the sight of my foes.
My head you have anointed with oil; my cup is overflowing.
The Lord is my shepherd: there is nothing I shall want.
Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me all the days of my life.
In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell for ever and ever.
The Lord is my shepherd: there is nothing I shall want.
____________________
Gospel Acclamation
Ps118:135
Alleluia, alleluia! Let your face shine on your servant,
and teach me your decrees. Alleluia!
Gospel Matthew 20:1-16
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner going out at
daybreak to hire workers for his vineyard. He made an agreement with the workers for
one denarius a day, and sent them to his vineyard. Going out at about the third hour he
saw others standing idle in the market place and said to them, “You go to my vineyard
too and I will give you a fair wage.” So they went. At about the sixth hour and again at
about the ninth hour, he went out and did the same. Then at about the eleventh hour
he went out and found more men standing round, and he said to them, “Why have you
been standing here idle all day?” “Because no one has hired us” they answered. He said
to them, “You go into my vineyard too.” In the evening, the owner of the vineyard said
to his bailiff, “Call the workers and pay them their wages, starting with the last arrivals
and ending with the first.” So those who were hired at about the eleventh hour came
forward and received one denarius each. When the first came, they expected to get
more, but they too received one denarius each. They took it, but grumbled at the
landowner. “The men who came last” they said “have done only one hour, and you have
treated them the same as us, though we have done a heavy day’s work in all the heat.”
He answered one of them and said, “My friend, I am not being unjust to you; did we not
agree on one denarius? Take your earnings and go. I choose to pay the last comer as
much as I pay you. Have I no right to do what I like with my own? Why be envious
because I am generous?” Thus the last will be first, and the first, last.’

Thursday 20 August 2020
A reading from the Book of Ecclesiasticus
Whoever fears the Lord will act like this,
and whoever grasps the Law will obtain wisdom.
She will come to meet him like a mother,
and receive him like a virgin bride.
He will lean on her and will not fall,
he will rely on her and not be put to shame.
She will raise him high above his neighbours,
and in full assembly she will open his mouth.
He will find happiness and a crown of joy,
he will inherit an everlasting name.
The Word of the Lord
____________________
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 118(119):9-14
Lord, teach me your statutes.
How shall the young remain sinless?
By obeying your word.
I have sought you with all my heart;
let me not stray from your commands.
Lord, teach me your statutes.
I treasure your promise in my heart
lest I sin against you.
Blessed are you, O Lord;
teach me your statutes.
Lord, teach me your statutes.
With my tongue I have recounted
the decrees of your lips.
I rejoiced to do your will
as though all riches were mine.
Lord, teach me your statutes.
____________________

Gospel Acclamation
Jn15:9,5
Alleluia, alleluia!
Remain in my love, says the Lord;
whoever remains in me, with me in him, bears fruit in plenty. Alleluia!
____________________
Gospel
John 17:20-26
Father, may they be completely one
Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said:
‘Holy Father,
I pray not only for these,
but for those also
who through their words will believe in me.
May they all be one.
Father, may they be one in us,
as you are in me and I am in you,
so that the world may believe it was you who sent me.
I have given them the glory you gave to me,
that they may be one as we are one.
With me in them and you in me,
may they be so completely one
that the world will realise that it was you who sent me
and that I have loved them as much as you loved me.
Father, I want those you have given me
to be with me where I am,
so that they may always see the glory you have given me
because you loved me before the foundation of the world.
Father, Righteous One,
the world has not known you,
but I have known you,
and these have known that you have sent me.
I have made your name known to them
and will continue to make it known,
so that the love with which you loved me may be in them,
and so that I may be in them.’

Friday 21 August 2020
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians
It was our God who gave us the courage to proclaim his Good News to you in the face of
great opposition. We have not taken to preaching because we are deluded, or immoral,
or trying to deceive anyone; it was God who decided that we were fit to be entrusted
with the Good News, and when we are speaking, we are not trying to please men but
God, who can read our inmost thoughts. You know very well, and we can swear it before
God, that never at any time have our speeches been simply flattery, or a cover for trying
to get money; nor have we ever looked for any special honour from men, either from
you or anybody else, when we could have imposed ourselves on you with full weight, as
apostles of Christ.
Instead, we were unassuming. Like a mother feeding and looking after her own children,
we felt so devoted and protective towards you, and had come to love you so much, that
we were eager to hand over to you not only the Good News but our whole lives as well.
The Word of the Lord
____________________
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 88(89):2-5,21-22,25,27
I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord.
I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord;
through all ages my mouth will proclaim your truth.
Of this I am sure, that your love lasts for ever,
that your truth is firmly established as the heavens.
I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord.
‘I have made a covenant with my chosen one;
I have sworn to David my servant:
I will establish your dynasty for ever
and set up your throne through all ages.
I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord.
‘I have found David my servant
and with my holy oil anointed him.
My hand shall always be with him
and my arm shall make him strong.

I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord.
‘My truth and my love shall be with him;
by my name his might shall be exalted.
He will say to me: “You are my father,
my God, the rock who saves me.”’
I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord.
____________________
Gospel Acclamation
Jn10:14
Alleluia, alleluia!
I am the good shepherd, says the Lord;
I know my own sheep and my own know me.
Alleluia!
____________________
Gospel
John 21:15-17
Feed my lambs, feed my sheep
Jesus showed himself to his disciples, and after they had eaten he said to Simon Peter,
‘Simon son of John, do you love me more than these others do?’ He answered, ‘Yes
Lord, you know I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my lambs.’ A second time he said to
him, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ He replied, ‘Yes, Lord, you know I love you.’
Jesus said to him, ‘Look after my sheep.’ Then he said to him a third time, ‘Simon son of
John, do you love me?’ Peter was upset that he asked him the third time, ‘Do you love
me?’ and said, ‘Lord, you know everything; you know I love you.’ Jesus said to him,
‘Feed my sheep.’

Sunday 23 August 2020
A reading from the prophet Isaiah
Thus says the Lord of Hosts to Shebna, the master of the palace:
I dismiss you from your office,
I remove you from your post,
and the same day I call on my servant
Eliakim son of Hilkiah.
I invest him with your robe,
gird him with your sash,
entrust him with your authority;
and he shall be a father
to the inhabitants of Jerusalem
and to the House of Judah.
I place the key of the House of David
on his shoulder;
should he open, no one shall close,
should he close, no one shall open.
I drive him like a peg
into a firm place;
he will become a throne of glory
for his father’s house.
The Word of the Lord
____________________
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 137(138):1-3,6,8
Your love, O Lord, is eternal: discard not the work of your hands.
I thank you, Lord, with all my heart:
you have heard the words of my mouth.
In the presence of the angels I will bless you.
I will adore before your holy temple.
Your love, O Lord, is eternal: discard not the work of your hands.
I thank you for your faithfulness and love,
which excel all we ever knew of you.
On the day I called, you answered;
you increased the strength of my soul.

Your love, O Lord, is eternal: discard not the work of your hands.
The Lord is high yet he looks on the lowly
and the haughty he knows from afar.
Your love, O Lord, is eternal,
discard not the work of your hands.
Your love, O Lord, is eternal: discard not the work of your hands.
____________________
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 11:33-36
How rich are the depths of God – how deep his wisdom and knowledge – and how
impossible to penetrate his motives or understand his methods! Who could ever know
the mind of the Lord? Who could ever be his counsellor? Who could ever give him
anything or lend him anything? All that exists comes from him; all is by him and for him.
To him be glory for ever! Amen.
The Word of the Lord
____________________
Gospel Acclamation
2Co5:19
Alleluia, alleluia! God in Christ was reconciling the world to himself,
and he has entrusted to us the news that they are reconciled. Alleluia!
Gospel
Matthew 16:13-20
When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi he put this question to his disciples,
‘Who do people say the Son of Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some say he is John the Baptist,
some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ ‘But you,’ he said ‘who do you
say I am?’ Then Simon Peter spoke up, ‘You are the Christ,’ he said, ‘the Son of the living
God.’ Jesus replied, ‘Simon son of Jonah, you are a happy man! Because it was not flesh
and blood that revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. So I now say to you: You
are Peter and on this rock I will build my Church. And the gates of the underworld can
never hold out against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven: whatever
you bind on earth shall be considered bound in heaven; whatever you loose on earth
shall be considered loosed in heaven.’ Then he gave the disciples strict orders not to tell
anyone that he was the Christ.

Monday 24 August 2020
A reading from the book of the Apocalypse
The angel came to speak to me, and said, ‘Come here and I will show you the bride that
the Lamb has married.’ In the spirit, he took me to the top of an enormous high
mountain and showed me Jerusalem, the holy city, coming down from God out of
heaven. It had all the radiant glory of God and glittered like some precious jewel of
crystal-clear diamond. The walls of it were of a great height, and had twelve gates; at
each of the twelve gates there was an angel, and over the gates were written the names
of the twelve tribes of Israel; on the east there were three gates, on the north three
gates, on the south three gates, and on the west three gates. The city walls stood on
twelve foundation stones, each one of which bore the name of one of the twelve
apostles of the Lamb.
The Word of the Lord
____________________
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 144(145):10-13a,17-18
Your friends, O Lord, make known the glorious splendour of your reign.
All your creatures shall thank you, O Lord,
and your friends shall repeat their blessing.
They shall speak of the glory of your reign
and declare your might, O God.
Your friends, O Lord, make known the glorious splendour of your reign.
They make known to men your mighty deeds
and the glorious splendour of your reign.
Yours is an everlasting kingdom;
your rule lasts from age to age.
Your friends, O Lord, make known the glorious splendour of your reign.
The Lord is just in all his ways
and loving in all his deeds.
He is close to all who call him,
who call on him from their hearts.
Your friends, O Lord, make known the glorious splendour of your reign.

____________________
Gospel Acclamation
Jn1:49
Alleluia, alleluia!
Rabbi, you are the Son of God,
you are the King of Israel.
Alleluia!
____________________
Gospel
John 1:45-51
You will see heaven laid open, and the Son of Man
Philip found Nathanael and said to him, ‘We have found the one Moses wrote about in
the Law, the one about whom the prophets wrote: he is Jesus son of Joseph, from
Nazareth.’ ‘From Nazareth?’ said Nathanael ‘Can anything good come from that place?’
‘Come and see’ replied Philip. When Jesus saw Nathanael coming he said of him, ‘There
is an Israelite who deserves the name, incapable of deceit.’ ‘How do you know me?’ said
Nathanael. ‘Before Philip came to call you,’ said Jesus ‘I saw you under the fig tree.’
Nathanael answered, ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God, you are the King of Israel.’ Jesus
replied, ‘You believe that just because I said: I saw you under the fig tree. You will see
greater things than that.’ And then he added ‘I tell you most solemnly, you will see
heaven laid open and, above the Son of Man, the angels of God ascending and
descending.’

Tuesday 25 August 2020
A reading from the 2nd letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians
To turn, brothers, to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and how we shall all be
gathered round him: please do not get excited too soon or alarmed by any prediction or
rumour or any letter claiming to come from us, implying that the Day of the Lord has
already arrived. Never let anyone deceive you in this way.
Through the Good News that we brought God called you to this so that you should share
the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. Stand firm, then, brothers, and keep the traditions
that we taught you, whether by word of mouth or by letter. May our Lord Jesus Christ
himself, and God our Father who has given us his love and, through his grace, such
inexhaustible comfort and such sure hope, comfort you and strengthen you in
everything good that you do or say.
The Word of the Lord
____________________
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 95(96):10-13
The Lord comes to rule the earth.
Proclaim to the nations: ‘God is king.’
The world he made firm in its place;
he will judge the peoples in fairness.
The Lord comes to rule the earth.
Let the heavens rejoice and earth be glad,
let the sea and all within it thunder praise,
let the land and all it bears rejoice,
all the trees of the wood shout for joy
at the presence of the Lord for he comes,
he comes to rule the earth.
The Lord comes to rule the earth.
With justice he will rule the world,
he will judge the peoples with his truth.
The Lord comes to rule the earth.

____________________
Gospel Acclamation
cf.Ac16:14
Alleluia, alleluia!
Open our heart, O Lord,
to accept the words of your Son.
Alleluia!
Gospel
Matthew 23:23-26
Clean the inside of the cup first, so that the outside may become clean
Jesus said: ‘Alas for you, scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You who pay your tithe
of mint and dill and cumin and have neglected the weightier matters of the Law –
justice, mercy, good faith! These you should have practised, without neglecting the
others. You blind guides! Straining out gnats and swallowing camels!
‘Alas for you, scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You who clean the outside of cup
and dish and leave the inside full of extortion and intemperance. Blind Pharisee! Clean
the inside of cup and dish first so that the outside may become clean as well.’

Wednesday 26 August 2020
A reading from the 2nd letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians
In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we urge you, brothers, to keep away from any of
the brothers who refuses to work or to live according to the tradition we passed on to
you.
You know how you are supposed to imitate us: now we were not idle when we were
with you, nor did we ever have our meals at anyone’s table without paying for them; no,
we worked night and day, slaving and straining, so as not to be a burden on any of you.
This was not because we had no right to be, but in order to make ourselves an example
for you to follow.
We gave you a rule when we were with you: do not let anyone have any food if he
refuses to do any work. May the Lord of peace himself give you peace all the time and in
every way. The Lord be with you all.
From me, PAUL, these greetings in my own handwriting, which is the mark of
genuineness in every letter; this is my own writing. May the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ be with you all.
The Word of the Lord
____________________
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 127(128):1-2,4-5
O blessed are those who fear the Lord.
O blessed are those who fear the Lord
and walk in his ways!
By the labour of your hands you shall eat.
You will be happy and prosper.
O blessed are those who fear the Lord.
Indeed thus shall be blessed
the man who fears the Lord.
May the Lord bless you from Zion
all the days of your life!
O blessed are those who fear the Lord.
____________________

Gospel Acclamation
Mt4:4
Alleluia, alleluia!
Man does not live on bread alone,
but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.
Alleluia!
____________________
Gospel
Matthew 23:27-32
You are the sons of those who murdered the prophets
Jesus said: ‘Alas for you, scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You who are like
whitewashed tombs that look handsome on the outside, but inside are full of dead
men’s bones and every kind of corruption. In the same way you appear to people from
the outside like good honest men, but inside you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.
‘Alas for you, scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You who build the sepulchres of the
prophets and decorate the tombs of holy men, saying, “We would never have joined in
shedding the blood of the prophets, had we lived in our fathers’ day.” So! Your own
evidence tells against you! You are the sons of those who murdered the prophets! Very
well then, finish off the work that your fathers began.’

Thursday 27 August 2020
A reading from the Book of Ecclesiasticus
Happy the husband of a really good wife;
the number of her days will be doubled.
A perfect wife is the joy of her husband,
he will live out his years in peace.
A good wife is the best of portions,
reserved for those who fear the Lord:
rich or poor, they will be glad of heart,
cheerful of face, whatever the season.
The grace of a wife will charm her husband,
her accomplishments will make him the stronger.
A silent wife is a gift from the Lord,
no price can be put on a well-trained character.
A modest wife is a boon twice over,
a chaste character cannot be weighed on scales.
Like the sun rising over the mountains of the Lord
is the beauty of a good wife in a well-kept house.
The Word of the Lord
____________________
Responsorial Psalm
Keep my soul in peace before you, O Lord.
O Lord, my heart is not proud
nor haughty my eyes.
I have not gone after things too great
nor marvels beyond me.
Keep my soul in peace before you, O Lord.
Truly I have set my soul
in silence and peace.
A weaned child on its mother’s breast,
even so is my soul.
Keep my soul in peace before you, O Lord.

Psalm 130(131)

O Israel, hope in the Lord
both now and forever.
Keep my soul in peace before you, O Lord.
____________________
Gospel Acclamation
Jn8:12
Alleluia, alleluia!
I am the light of the world, says the Lord;
anyone who follows me will have the light of life.
Alleluia!
____________________
Gospel
Luke 7:11-17
The only son of his mother, and she a widow
Jesus went to a town called Nain, accompanied by his disciples and a great number of
people. When he was near the gate of the town it happened that a dead man was being
carried out for burial, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow. And a
considerable number of the townspeople were with her. When the Lord saw her he felt
sorry for her. ‘Do not cry’ he said. Then he went up and put his hand on the bier and the
bearers stood still, and he said, ‘Young man, I tell you to get up.’ And the dead man sat
up and began to talk, and Jesus gave him to his mother. Everyone was filled with awe
and praised God saying, ‘A great prophet has appeared among us; God has visited his
people.’ And this opinion of him spread throughout Judaea and all over the countryside.

Friday 28th
A reading from the 1st letter of St John
My dear people,
let us love one another since love comes from God
and everyone who loves is begotten by God and knows God.
Anyone who fails to love can never have known God,
because God is love.
God’s love for us was revealed when God sent into the world his only Son
so that we could have life through him;
this is the love I mean:
not our love for God, but God’s love for us when he sent his Son
to be the sacrifice that takes our sins away.
My dear people, since God has loved us so much,
we too should love one another.
No one has ever seen God;
but as long as we love one another God will live in us
and his love will be complete in us.
We can know that we are living in him and he is living in us
because he lets us share his Spirit.
We ourselves saw and we testify that the Father sent his Son
as saviour of the world.
If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God,
God lives in him, and he in God.
We ourselves have known and put our faith in God’s love towards ourselves.
God is love and anyone who lives in love lives in God, and God lives in him.
The Word of the Lord
____________________
Responsorial Psalm
Lord, teach me your statutes.
How shall the young remain sinless?
By obeying your word.
I have sought you with all my heart;
let me not stray from your commands.

Psalm 118(119):9-14

Lord, teach me your statutes.
I treasure your promise in my heart
lest I sin against you.
Blessed are you, O Lord;
teach me your statutes.
Lord, teach me your statutes.
With my tongue I have recounted
the decrees of your lips.
I rejoiced to do your will
as though all riches were mine.
Lord, teach me your statutes.
____________________
Gospel Acclamation
Mt23:9,10
Alleluia, alleluia!
You have only one Father,
and he is in heaven;
you have only one Teacher,
the Christ.
Alleluia!
____________________
Gospel
Matthew 23:8-12
The greatest among you must be your servant
Jesus said to his disciples, ‘You must not allow yourselves to be called Rabbi, since you
have only one master, and you are all brothers. You must call no one on earth your
father, since you have only one Father, and he is in heaven. Nor must you allow
yourselves to be called teachers, for you have only one Teacher, the Christ. The greatest
among you must be your servant. Anyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and
anyone who humbles himself will exalted.’

Sunday 30 August 2020
A reading from the Prophet Jeremiah
You have seduced me, Lord, and I have let myself be seduced;
you have overpowered me: you were the stronger.
I am a daily laughing-stock, everybody’s butt.
Each time I speak the word, I have to howl
and proclaim: ‘Violence and ruin!’
The word of the Lord has meant for me insult, derision, all day long.
I used to say, ‘I will not think about him, I will not speak in his name any more.’
Then there seemed to be a fire burning in my heart, imprisoned in my bones.
The effort to restrain it wearied me, I could not bear it. The Word of the Lord
____________________
Responsorial Psalm
For you my soul is thirsting, O Lord my God.
O God, you are my God, for you I long;
for you my soul is thirsting.
My body pines for you
like a dry, weary land without water.
For you my soul is thirsting, O Lord my God.
So I gaze on you in the sanctuary
to see your strength and your glory.
For your love is better than life,
my lips will speak your praise.
For you my soul is thirsting, O Lord my God.
So I will bless you all my life,
in your name I will lift up my hands.
My soul shall be filled as with a banquet,
my mouth shall praise you with joy.
For you my soul is thirsting, O Lord my God.
For you have been my help;
in the shadow of your wings I rejoice.
My soul clings to you;
your right hand holds me fast.
For you my soul is thirsting, O Lord my God.

Psalm 62(63):2-6,8-9

____________________
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans
Think of God’s mercy, my brothers, and worship him, I beg you, in a way that is worthy
of thinking beings, by offering your living bodies as a holy sacrifice, truly pleasing to God.
Do not model yourselves on the behaviour of the world around you, but let your
behaviour change, modelled by your new mind. This is the only way to discover the will
of God and know what is good, what it is that God wants, what is the perfect thing to
do.
The Word of the Lord
____________________
Gospel Acclamation
cf.Ep1:17,18
Alleluia, alleluia! May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ
enlighten the eyes of our mind, so that we can see what hope his call holds for us.
Alleluia!
____________________
Gospel
Matthew 16:21-27
Jesus began to make it clear to his disciples that he was destined to go to Jerusalem and
suffer grievously at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, to be put to
death and to be raised up on the third day. Then, taking him aside, Peter started to
remonstrate with him. ‘Heaven preserve you, Lord;’ he said ‘this must not happen to
you.’ But he turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind me, Satan! You are an obstacle in my
path, because the way you think is not God’s way but man’s.’
Then Jesus said to his disciples, ‘If anyone wants to be a follower of mine, let him
renounce himself and take up his cross and follow me. For anyone who wants to save
his life will lose it; but anyone who loses his life for my sake will find it. What, then, will a
man gain if he wins the whole world and ruins his life? Or what has a man to offer in
exchange for his life?
‘For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of his Father with his angels, and, when
he does, he will reward each one according to his behaviour.’

Monday 31 August 2020
A reading from the 1st letter of St Paul to the Corinthians
When I came to you, brothers, it was not with any show of oratory or philosophy, but
simply to tell you what God had guaranteed. During my stay with you, the only
knowledge I claimed to have was about Jesus, and only about him as the crucified Christ.
Far from relying on any power of my own, I came among you in great ‘fear and
trembling’ and in my speeches and the sermons that I gave, there were none of the
arguments that belong to philosophy; only a demonstration of the power of the Spirit.
And I did this so that your faith should not depend on human philosophy but on the
power of God.
The Word of the Lord
____________________
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 118(119):97-102
Lord, how I love your law!
Lord, how I love your law!
It is ever in my mind.
Your command makes me wiser than my foes;
for it is mine for ever.
Lord, how I love your law!
I have more insight than all who teach me
for I ponder your will.
I have more understanding than the old
for I keep your precepts.
Lord, how I love your law!
I turn my feet from evil paths
to obey your word.
I have not turned from your decrees;
you yourself have taught me.
Lord, how I love your law!
____________________

Gospel Acclamation
Jn8:12
Alleluia, alleluia! I am the light of the world, says the Lord;
anyone who follows me will have the light of life. Alleluia!

Gospel
Luke 4:16-30
Jesus came to Nazara, where he had been brought up, and went into the synagogue on
the sabbath day as he usually did. He stood up to read and they handed him the scroll of
the prophet Isaiah. Unrolling the scroll he found the place where it is written:
The spirit of the Lord has been given to me,
for he has anointed me.
He has sent me to bring the good news to the poor,
to proclaim liberty to captives
and to the blind new sight,
to set the downtrodden free,
to proclaim the Lord’s year of favour.
He then rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the assistant and sat down. And all eyes in
the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to speak to them, ‘This text is being
fulfilled today even as you listen.’ And he won the approval of all, and they were
astonished by the gracious words that came from his lips. They said, ‘This is Joseph’s
son, surely?’
But he replied, ‘No doubt you will quote me the saying, “Physician, heal yourself” and
tell me, “We have heard all that happened in Capernaum, do the same here in your own
countryside.”’
And he went on, ‘I tell you solemnly, no prophet is ever accepted in his own country.
‘There were many widows in Israel, I can assure you, in Elijah’s day, when heaven
remained shut for three years and six months and a great famine raged throughout the
land, but Elijah was not sent to any one of these: he was sent to a widow at Zarephath, a
Sidonian town. And in the prophet Elisha’s time there were many lepers in Israel, but
none of these was cured, except the Syrian, Naaman.’
When they heard this everyone in the synagogue was enraged. They sprang to their feet
and hustled him out of the town; and they took him up to the brow of the hill their town
was built on, intending to throw him down the cliff, but he slipped through the crowd
and walked away.

Tuesday 1 September 2020
A reading from the 1st letter of St Paul to the Corinthians
The Spirit reaches the depths of everything, even the depths of God. After all, the
depths of a man can only be known by his own spirit, not by any other man, and in the
same way the depths of God can only be known by the Spirit of God. Now instead of the
spirit of the world, we have received the Spirit that comes from God, to teach us to
understand the gifts that he has given us. Therefore we teach, not in the way in which
philosophy is taught, but in the way that the Spirit teaches us: we teach spiritual things
spiritually. An unspiritual person is one who does not accept anything of the Spirit of
God: he sees it all as nonsense; it is beyond his understanding because it can only be
understood by means of the Spirit. A spiritual man, on the other hand, is able to judge
the value of everything, and his own value is not to be judged by other men. As scripture
says: Who can know the mind of the Lord, so who can teach him? But we are those who
have the mind of Christ.
The Word of the Lord
____________________
Responsorial Psalm
The Lord is just in all his ways.
The Lord is kind and full of compassion,
slow to anger, abounding in love.
How good is the Lord to all,
compassionate to all his creatures.

Psalm 144(145):8-14

The Lord is just in all his ways.
All your creatures shall thank you, O Lord,
and your friends shall repeat their blessing.
They shall speak of the glory of your reign
and declare your might, O God,
to make known to men your mighty deeds
and the glorious splendour of your reign.
The Lord is just in all his ways.
Yours is an everlasting kingdom;
your rule lasts from age to age.
The Lord is faithful in all his words and loving in all his deeds.
The Lord supports all who fall and raises all who are bowed down.
The Lord is just in all his ways.

____________________
Gospel Acclamation
Heb4:12
Alleluia, alleluia!
The word of God is something alive and active:
it can judge secret emotions and thoughts.
Alleluia!

Gospel
Luke 4:31-37
'I know who you are: the Holy One of God'
Jesus went down to Capernaum, a town in Galilee, and taught them on the sabbath. And
his teaching made a deep impression on them because he spoke with authority.
In the synagogue there was a man who was possessed by the spirit of an unclean devil,
and it shouted at the top of its voice, ‘Ha! What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth?
Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are: the Holy One of God.’ But Jesus said
sharply, ‘Be quiet! Come out of him!’ And the devil, throwing the man down in front of
everyone, went out of him without hurting him at all. Astonishment seized them and
they were all saying to one another, ‘What teaching! He gives orders to unclean spirits
with authority and power and they come out.’ And reports of him went all through the
surrounding countryside.

Wednesday 2 September 2020
A reading from the 1st letter of St Paul to the Corinthians
Brothers, I myself was unable to speak to you as people of the Spirit: I treated you as
sensual men, still infants in Christ. What I fed you with was milk, not solid food, for you
were not ready for it; and indeed, you are still not ready for it since you are still
unspiritual. Isn’t that obvious from all the jealousy and wrangling that there is among
you, from the way that you go on behaving like ordinary people? What could be more
unspiritual than your slogans, ‘I am for Paul’ and ‘I am for Apollos’?
After all, what is Apollos and what is Paul? They are servants who brought the faith to
you. Even the different ways in which they brought it were assigned to them by the
Lord. I did the planting, Apollos did the watering, but God made things grow. Neither
the planter nor the waterer matters: only God, who makes things grow. It is all one who
does the planting and who does the watering, and each will duly be paid according to
his share in the work. We are fellow workers with God; you are God’s farm, God’s
building.
The Word of the Lord
____________________
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 32(33):12-15,20-21
Happy the people the Lord has chosen as his own.
They are happy, whose God is the Lord,
the people he has chosen as his own.
From the heavens the Lord looks forth,
he sees all the children of men.
Happy the people the Lord has chosen as his own.
From the place where he dwells he gazes
on all the dwellers on the earth;
he who shapes the hearts of them all;
and considers all their deeds.
Happy the people the Lord has chosen as his own.
Our soul is waiting for the Lord.
The Lord is our help and our shield.
In him do our hearts find joy.
We trust in his holy name.
Happy the people the Lord has chosen as his own.

____________________
Gospel Acclamation
1P1:25
Alleluia, alleluia!
The word of the Lord remains for ever:
What is this word?
It is the Good News that has been brought to you.
Alleluia!
____________________
Gospel
Luke 4:38-44
He would not allow them to speak because they knew he was the Christ
Leaving the synagogue, Jesus went to Simon’s house. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was
suffering from a high fever and they asked him to do something for her. Leaning over
her he rebuked the fever and it left her. And she immediately got up and began to wait
on them.
At sunset all those who had friends suffering from diseases of one kind or another
brought them to him, and laying his hands on each he cured them. Devils too came out
of many people, howling, ‘You are the Son of God.’ But he rebuked them and would not
allow them to speak because they knew that he was the Christ.
When daylight came he left the house and made his way to a lonely place. The crowds
went to look for him, and when they had caught up with him they wanted to prevent
him leaving them, but he answered, ‘I must proclaim the Good News of the kingdom of
God to the other towns too, because that is what I was sent to do.’ And he continued his
preaching in the synagogues of Judaea.

Thursday 3 September 2020
A reading from the 1st letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians
It was our God who gave us the courage to proclaim his Good News to you in the face of
great opposition. We have not taken to preaching because we are deluded, or immoral,
or trying to deceive anyone; it was God who decided that we were fit to be entrusted
with the Good News, and when we are speaking, we are not trying to please men but
God, who can read our inmost thoughts. You know very well, and we can swear it before
God, that never at any time have our speeches been simply flattery, or a cover for trying
to get money; nor have we ever looked for any special honour from men, either from
you or anybody else, when we could have imposed ourselves on you with full weight, as
apostles of Christ.
Instead, we were unassuming. Like a mother feeding and looking after her own children,
we felt so devoted and protective towards you, and had come to love you so much, that
we were eager to hand over to you not only the Good News but our whole lives as well.
The Word of the Lord
____________________
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 95(96):1-3,7-8,10
Proclaim the wonders of the Lord among all the peoples.
O sing a new song to the Lord,
sing to the Lord all the earth.
O sing to the Lord, bless his name.
Proclaim the wonders of the Lord among all the peoples.
Proclaim his help day by day,
tell among the nations his glory
and his wonders among all the peoples.
Proclaim the wonders of the Lord among all the peoples.
Give the Lord, you families of peoples,
give the Lord glory and power;
give the Lord the glory of his name.
Proclaim the wonders of the Lord among all the peoples.
Proclaim to the nations: ‘God is king.’
The world he made firm in its place;
he will judge the peoples in fairness.
Proclaim the wonders of the Lord among all the peoples.

____________________
Gospel Acclamation
Lk4:18
Alleluia, alleluia!
The Lord has sent me to bring the good news to the poor,
to proclaim liberty to captives.
Alleluia!
____________________
Gospel
Matthew 16:13-19
You are Peter and on this rock I will build my Church
When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi he put this question to his disciples,
‘Who do people say the Son of Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some say he is John the Baptist,
some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ ‘But you,’ he said ‘who do you
say I am?’ Then Simon Peter spoke up, ‘You are the Christ,’ he said ‘the Son of the living
God.’ Jesus replied, ‘Simon son of Jonah, you are a happy man! Because it was not flesh
and blood that revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. So I now say to you: You
are Peter and on this rock I will build my Church. And the gates of the underworld can
never hold out against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven: whatever
you bind on earth shall be considered bound in heaven; whatever you loose on earth
shall be considered loosed in heaven.’

Friday 4 September 2020
A reading from the 1st letter of St Paul to the Corinthians
People must think of us as Christ’s servants, stewards entrusted with the mysteries of
God. What is expected of stewards is that each one should be found worthy of his trust.
Not that it makes the slightest difference to me whether you, or indeed any human
tribunal, find me worthy or not. I will not even pass judgement on myself. True, my
conscience does not reproach me at all, but that does not prove that I am acquitted: the
Lord alone is my judge. There must be no passing of premature judgement. Leave that
until the Lord comes; he will light up all that is hidden in the dark and reveal the secret
intentions of men’s hearts. Then will be the time for each one to have whatever praise
he deserves, from God.
The Word of the Lord
____________________
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 36(37):3-6,27-28,39-40
The salvation of the just comes from the Lord.
If you trust in the Lord and do good,
then you will live in the land and be secure.
If you find your delight in the Lord,
he will grant your heart’s desire.
The salvation of the just comes from the Lord.
Commit your life to the Lord,
trust in him and he will act,
so that your justice breaks forth like the light,
your cause like the noon-day sun.
The salvation of the just comes from the Lord.
Then turn away from evil and do good
and you shall have a home for ever;
for the Lord loves justice
and will never forsake his friends.
The salvation of the just comes from the Lord.

The salvation of the just comes from the Lord,
their stronghold in time of distress.
The Lord helps them and delivers them
and saves them: for their refuge is in him.
The salvation of the just comes from the Lord.
____________________
Gospel Acclamation
cf.Ps18:9
Alleluia, alleluia!
Your words gladden the heart, O Lord,
they give light to the eyes.
Alleluia!

____________________
Gospel
Luke 5:33-39
When the bridegroom is taken from them, then they will fast
The Pharisees and the scribes said to Jesus, ‘John’s disciples are always fasting and
saying prayers, and the disciples of the Pharisees too, but yours go on eating and
drinking.’ Jesus replied, ‘Surely you cannot make the bridegroom’s attendants fast while
the bridegroom is still with them? But the time will come, the time for the bridegroom
to be taken away from them; that will be the time when they will fast.’
He also told them this parable, ‘No one tears a piece from a new cloak to put it on an old
cloak; if he does, not only will he have torn the new one, but the piece taken from the
new will not match the old.
‘And nobody puts new wine into old skins; if he does, the new wine will burst the skins
and then run out, and the skins will be lost. No; new wine must be put into fresh skins.
And nobody who has been drinking old wine wants new. “The old is good” he says.’

Sunday 6 September 2020
A reading from the Prophet Ezekiel
The word of the Lord was addressed to me as follows: ‘Son of man, I have appointed you
as sentry to the House of Israel. When you hear a word from my mouth, warn them in
my name. If I say to a wicked man: Wicked wretch, you are to die, and you do not speak
to warn the wicked man to renounce his ways, then he shall die for his sin, but I will hold
you responsible for his death. If, however, you do warn a wicked man to renounce his
ways and repent, and he does not repent, then he shall die for his sin, but you yourself
will have saved your life.’
The Word of the Lord
____________________
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 94(95):1-2,6-9
O that today you would listen to his voice! ‘Harden not your hearts.’
Come, ring out our joy to the Lord;
hail the rock who saves us.
Let us come before him, giving thanks,
with songs let us hail the Lord.
O that today you would listen to his voice! ‘Harden not your hearts.’
Come in; let us bow and bend low;
let us kneel before the God who made us:
for he is our God and we
the people who belong to his pasture,
the flock that is led by his hand.
O that today you would listen to his voice! ‘Harden not your hearts.’
O that today you would listen to his voice!
‘Harden not your hearts as at Meribah,
as on that day at Massah in the desert
when your fathers put me to the test;
when they tried me, though they saw my work.’
O that today you would listen to his voice! ‘Harden not your hearts.’
____________________

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans
Avoid getting into debt, except the debt of mutual love. If you love your fellow men you
have carried out your obligations. All the commandments: You shall not commit
adultery, you shall not kill, you shall not steal, you shall not covet, and so on, are
summed up in this single command: You must love your neighbour as yourself. Love is
the one thing that cannot hurt your neighbour; that is why it is the answer to every one
of the commandments.
The Word of the Lord
____________________
Gospel Acclamation
Jn17:17
Alleluia, alleluia!
Your word is truth, O Lord:
consecrate us in the truth.
Alleluia!

Gospel
Matthew 18:15-20
If your brother listens to you, you have won back your brother
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘If your brother does something wrong, go and have it out
with him alone, between your two selves. If he listens to you, you have won back your
brother. If he does not listen, take one or two others along with you: the evidence of
two or three witnesses is required to sustain any charge. But if he refuses to listen to
these, report it to the community; and if he refuses to listen to the community, treat
him like a pagan or a tax collector.
‘I tell you solemnly, whatever you bind on earth shall be considered bound in heaven;
whatever you loose on earth shall be considered loosed in heaven.
‘I tell you solemnly once again, if two of you on earth agree to ask anything at all, it will
be granted to you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three meet in my name, I
shall be there with them.’

Monday 7 September 2020
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Corinthians
I have been told as an undoubted fact that one of you is living with his father’s wife. This
is a case of sexual immorality among you that must be unparalleled even among pagans.
How can you be so proud of yourselves? You should be in mourning. A man who does a
thing like that ought to have been expelled from the community. Though I am far away
in body, I am with you in spirit, and have already condemned the man who did this thing
as if I were actually present. When you are assembled together in the name of the Lord
Jesus, and I am spiritually present with you, then with the power of our Lord Jesus he is
to be handed over to Satan so that his sensual body may be destroyed and his spirit
saved on the day of the Lord.
The pride that you take in yourselves is hardly to your credit. You must know how even
a small amount of yeast is enough to leaven all the dough, so get rid of all the old yeast,
and make yourselves into a completely new batch of bread, unleavened as you are
meant to be. Christ, our passover, has been sacrificed; let us celebrate the feast, then,
by getting rid of all the old yeast of evil and wickedness, having only the unleavened
bread of sincerity and truth.
The Word of the Lord
____________________
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 5:5-7,12
Lead me, Lord, in your justice.
You are no God who loves evil;
no sinner is your guest.
The boastful shall not stand their ground before your face.
Lead me, Lord, in your justice.
You hate all who do evil;
you destroy all who lie.
The deceitful and bloodthirsty man the Lord detests.
Lead me, Lord, in your justice.
All those you protect shall be glad
and ring out their joy.
You shelter them; in you they rejoice,
those who love your name.
Lead me, Lord, in your justice.

____________________
Gospel Acclamation
Ps118:105
Alleluia, alleluia!
Your word is a lamp for my steps
and a light for my path.
Alleluia!

____________________
Gospel
Luke 6:6-11
Is it against the law on the sabbath to save life?
On the sabbath Jesus went into the synagogue and began to teach, and a man was there
whose right hand was withered. The scribes and the Pharisees were watching him to see
if he would cure a man on the sabbath, hoping to find something to use against him. But
he knew their thoughts; and he said to the man with the withered hand, ‘Stand up!
Come out into the middle.’ And he came out and stood there. Then Jesus said to them, ‘I
put it to you: is it against the law on the sabbath to do good, or to do evil; to save life, or
to destroy it?’ Then he looked round at them all and said to the man, ‘Stretch out your
hand.’ He did so, and his hand was better. But they were furious, and began to discuss
the best way of dealing with Jesus.

Tuesday 8 September 2020
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans
We know that by turning everything to their good, God co-operates with all those who
love him, with all those he has called according to his purpose. They are the ones he
chose specially long ago and intended to become true images of his Son, so that his Son
might be the eldest of many brothers. He called those he intended for this; those he
called he justified, and with those he justified he shared his glory.
The Word of the Lord
____________________
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 12(13):6-7
I exult for joy in the Lord.
Lord, I trust in your merciful love.
Let my heart rejoice in your saving help.
I exult for joy in the Lord.
Let me sing to the Lord for his goodness to me,
singing psalms to the name of the Lord, the Most High.
I exult for joy in the Lord.
____________________
Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
Blessed are you, holy Virgin Mary,
and most worthy of all praise,
for the sun of justice, Christ our God,
was born of you.
Alleluia!
____________________

Gospel
Matthew 1:18-23
How Jesus Christ came to be born
This is how Jesus Christ came to be born. His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph; but
before they came to live together she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit.
Her husband Joseph; being a man of honour and wanting to spare her publicity, decided
to divorce her informally. He had made up his mind to do this when the angel of the
Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take
Mary home as your wife, because she has conceived what is in her by the Holy Spirit.
She will give birth to a son and you must name him Jesus, because he is the one who is
to save his people from their sins.’ Now all this took place to fulfil the words spoken by
the Lord through the prophet:
The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son
and they will call him Emmanuel,
a name which means ‘God-is-with-us.’

Wednesday 9 September 2020
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Corinthians
About remaining celibate, I have no directions from the Lord but give my own opinion as
one who, by the Lord’s mercy, has stayed faithful. Well then, I believe that in these
present times of stress this is right: that it is good for a man to stay as he is. If you are
tied to a wife, do not look for freedom; if you are free of a wife, then do not look for
one. But if you marry, it is no sin, and it is not a sin for a young girl to get married. They
will have their troubles, though, in their married life, and I should like to spare you that.
Brothers, this is what I mean: our time is growing short. Those who have wives should
live as though they had none, and those who mourn should live as though they had
nothing to mourn for; those who are enjoying life should live as though there were
nothing to laugh about; those whose life is buying things should live as though they had
nothing of their own; and those who have to deal with the world should not become
engrossed in it. I say this because the world as we know it is passing away.
The Word of the Lord
____________________
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 44(45):11-12,14-17
Listen, O daughter, give ear to my words.
Listen, O daughter, give ear to my words:
forget your own people and your father’s house.
So will the king desire your beauty:
He is your lord, pay homage to him.
Listen, O daughter, give ear to my words.
The daughter of the king is clothed with splendour,
her robes embroidered with pearls set in gold.
She is led to the king with her maiden companions.
Listen, O daughter, give ear to my words.
They are escorted amid gladness and joy;
they pass within the palace of the king.
Sons shall be yours in place of your fathers:
you will make them princes over all the earth.
Listen, O daughter, give ear to my words.

____________________
Gospel Acclamation
1Jn2:5
Alleluia, alleluia!
Whenever anyone obeys what Christ has said,
God’s love comes to perfection in him.
Alleluia!
____________________
Gospel
Luke 6:20-26
Happy are you who are poor, who are hungry, who weep
Fixing his eyes on his disciples Jesus said:
‘How happy are you who are poor: yours is the kingdom of God.
Happy you who are hungry now: you shall be satisfied.
Happy you who weep now: you shall laugh.
Happy are you when people hate you, drive you out, abuse you, denounce your name as
criminal, on account of the Son of Man. Rejoice when that day comes and dance for joy,
for then your reward will be great in heaven. This was the way their ancestors treated
the prophets.
‘But alas for you who are rich: you are having your consolation now.
Alas for you who have your fill now: you shall go hungry.
Alas for you who laugh now: you shall mourn and weep.
‘Alas for you when the world speaks well of you! This was the way their ancestors
treated the false prophets.’

Thursday 10 September 2020
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Corinthians
Now about food sacrificed to idols. ‘We all have knowledge’; yes, that is so, but
knowledge gives self-importance – it is love that makes the building grow. A man may
imagine he understands something, but still not understand anything in the way that he
ought to. But any man who loves God is known by him. Well then, about eating food
sacrificed to idols: we know that idols do not really exist in the world and that there is
no god but the One. And even if there were things called gods, either in the sky or on
earth – where there certainly seem to be ‘gods’ and ‘lords’ in plenty – still for us there is
one God, the Father, from whom all things come and for whom we exist; and there is
one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all things come and through whom we exist.
Some people, however, do not have this knowledge. There are some who have been so
long used to idols that they eat this food as though it really had been sacrificed to the
idol, and their conscience, being weak, is defiled by it. In this way your knowledge could
become the ruin of someone weak, of a brother for whom Christ died. By sinning in this
way against your brothers, and injuring their weak consciences, it would be Christ
against whom you sinned. That is why, since food can be the occasion of my brother’s
downfall, I shall never eat meat again in case I am the cause of a brother’s downfall.
The Word of the Lord
____________________
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 138(139):1-3,13-14,23-24
Lead me, O Lord, in the path of life eternal.
O Lord, you search me and you know me,
you know my resting and my rising,
you discern my purpose from afar.
You mark when I walk or lie down,
all my ways lie open to you.
Lead me, O Lord, in the path of life eternal.
For it was you who created my being,
knit me together in my mother’s womb.
I thank you for the wonder of my being,
for the wonders of all your creation.

Lead me, O Lord, in the path of life eternal.
Already you knew my soul,
O search me, God, and know my heart.
O test me and know my thoughts.
See that I follow not the wrong path
and lead me in the path of life eternal.
Lead me, O Lord, in the path of life eternal.
____________________
Gospel Acclamation
Jm1:21
Alleluia, alleluia!
Accept and submit to the word
which has been planted in you
and can save your souls.
Alleluia!

Gospel
Luke 6:27-38
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘I say this to you who are listening: Love your enemies, do
good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who treat you
badly. To the man who slaps you on one cheek, present the other cheek too; to the man
who takes your cloak from you, do not refuse your tunic. Give to everyone who asks
you, and do not ask for your property back from the man who robs you. Treat others as
you would like them to treat you. If you love those who love you, what thanks can you
expect? Even sinners love those who love them. And if you do good to those who do
good to you, what thanks can you expect? For even sinners do that much. And if you
lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what thanks can you expect? Even
sinners lend to sinners to get back the same amount. Instead, love your enemies and do
good, and lend without any hope of return. You will have a great reward, and you will be
sons of the Most High, for he himself is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked.
‘Be compassionate as your Father is compassionate. Do not judge, and you will not be
judged yourselves; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned yourselves; grant
pardon, and you will be pardoned. Give, and there will be gifts for you: a full measure,
pressed down, shaken together, and running over, will be poured into your lap; because
the amount you measure out is the amount you will be given back.’

Friday 11 September 2020
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Corinthians
I do not boast of preaching the gospel, since it is a duty which has been laid on me; I
should be punished if I did not preach it! If I had chosen this work myself, I might have
been paid for it, but as I have not, it is a responsibility which has been put into my
hands. Do you know what my reward is? It is this: in my preaching, to be able to offer
the Good News free, and not insist on the rights which the gospel gives me.
So though I am not a slave of any man I have made myself the slave of everyone so as to
win as many as I could. I made myself all things to all men in order to save some at any
cost; and I still do this, for the sake of the gospel, to have a share in its blessings.
All the runners at the stadium are trying to win, but only one of them gets the prize. You
must run in the same way, meaning to win. All the fighters at the games go into strict
training; they do this just to win a wreath that will wither away, but we do it for a
wreath that will never wither. That is how I run, intent on winning; that is how I fight,
not beating the air. I treat my body hard and make it obey me, for, having been an
announcer myself, I should not want to be disqualified.
The Word of the Lord
____________________
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 83(84):3-6,12
How lovely is your dwelling-place, Lord, God of hosts.
My soul is longing and yearning,
is yearning for the courts of the Lord.
My heart and my soul ring out their joy
to God, the living God.
How lovely is your dwelling-place, Lord, God of hosts.
The sparrow herself finds a home
and the swallow a nest for her brood;
she lays her young by your altars,
Lord of hosts, my king and my God.

How lovely is your dwelling-place, Lord, God of hosts.
They are happy, who dwell in your house,
for ever singing your praise.
They are happy, whose strength is in you,
in whose hearts are the roads to Zion.
How lovely is your dwelling-place, Lord, God of hosts.
For the Lord God is a rampart, a shield;
he will give us his favour and glory.
The Lord will not refuse any good
to those who walk without blame.
How lovely is your dwelling-place, Lord, God of hosts.
____________________
Gospel Acclamation
Ps147:12,15
Alleluia, alleluia!
O praise the Lord, Jerusalem!
He sends out his word to the earth.
Alleluia!

Gospel
Luke 6:39-42
Can the blind lead the blind?
Jesus told a parable to the disciples: ‘Can one blind man guide another? Surely both will
fall into a pit? The disciple is not superior to his teacher; the fully trained disciple will
always be like his teacher. Why do you observe the splinter in your brother’s eye and
never notice the plank in your own? How can you say to your brother, “Brother, let me
take out the splinter that is in your eye,” when you cannot see the plank in your own?
Hypocrite! Take the plank out of your own eye first, and then you will see clearly enough
to take out the splinter that is in your brother’s eye.’

Sunday 13 September 2020
A reading from the Book of Ecclesiasticus
Resentment and anger, these are foul things,
and both are found with the sinner.
He who exacts vengeance will experience the vengeance of the Lord,
who keeps strict account of sin.
Forgive your neighbour the hurt he does you, and when you pray, your sins will be
forgiven. If a man nurses anger against another, can he then demand compassion from
the Lord? Showing no pity for a man like himself, can he then plead for his own sins?
Mere creature of flesh, he cherishes resentment; who will forgive him his sins?
Remember the last things, and stop hating, remember dissolution and death, and live by
the commandments.
Remember the commandments, and do not bear your neighbour ill-will; remember the
covenant of the Most High, and overlook the offence. The Word of the Lord
____________________
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 102(103):1-4,9-12
The Lord is compassion and love, slow to anger and rich in mercy.
My soul, give thanks to the Lord all my being, bless his holy name.
My soul, give thanks to the Lord and never forget all his blessings.
The Lord is compassion and love, slow to anger and rich in mercy.
It is he who forgives all your guilt, who heals every one of your ills,
who redeems your life from the grave,
who crowns you with love and compassion.
The Lord is compassion and love, slow to anger and rich in mercy.
His wrath will come to an end;
he will not be angry for ever.
He does not treat us according to our sins
nor repay us according to our faults.
The Lord is compassion and love, slow to anger and rich in mercy.
For as the heavens are high above the earth
so strong is his love for those who fear him.
As far as the east is from the west
so far does he remove our sins.
The Lord is compassion and love, slow to anger and rich in mercy.

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans
The life and death of each of us has its influence on others; if we live, we live for the
Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord, so that alive or dead we belong to the Lord. This
explains why Christ both died and came to life: it was so that he might be Lord both of
the dead and of the living.
The Word of the Lord

Gospel Acclamation
1S3:9,Jn6:68
Alleluia, alleluia!
Speak, Lord, your servant is listening:
you have the message of eternal life. Alleluia!
Gospel
Matthew 18:21-35
Peter went up to Jesus and said, ‘Lord, how often must I forgive my brother if he wrongs
me? As often as seven times?’ Jesus answered, ‘Not seven, I tell you, but seventy-seven
times.
‘And so the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who decided to settle his
accounts with his servants. When the reckoning began, they brought him a man who
owed ten thousand talents; but he had no means of paying, so his master gave orders
that he should be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, to
meet the debt. At this, the servant threw himself down at his master’s feet. “Give me
time” he said “and I will pay the whole sum.” And the servant’s master felt so sorry for
him that he let him go and cancelled the debt. Now as this servant went out, he
happened to meet a fellow servant who owed him one hundred denarii; and he seized
him by the throat and began to throttle him. “Pay what you owe me” he said. His fellow
servant fell at his feet and implored him, saying, “Give me time and I will pay you.” But
the other would not agree; on the contrary, he had him thrown into prison till he should
pay the debt. His fellow servants were deeply distressed when they saw what had
happened, and they went to their master and reported the whole affair to him. Then the
master sent for him. “You wicked servant,” he said “I cancelled all that debt of yours
when you appealed to me. Were you not bound, then, to have pity on your fellow
servant just as I had pity on you?” And in his anger the master handed him over to the
torturers till he should pay all his debt. And that is how my heavenly Father will deal
with you unless you each forgive your brother from your heart.’

